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TOWN  OF  INNISFAIL 

(Revised  July  1960) 


1.  LOCATION 

Parts  of  Sections  16  - 20  - 21  - 28  and  29,  Township  35,  Range  28  - W4th, 
Innisfail  is  73  miles  North  of  Calgary  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  P.  R.  Calgary  to 
Edmonton  and  along  Highway  No.  2.  It  is  in  Census  Division  No,  8. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

3,099  feet.  Latitude  52/02:  Longitude  113/56. 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  - 55  degrees  fahrenheit. 

Mean  winter  temperature  - 23  degrees  fahrenheit. 

Mean  yearly  temperature  - 36  degrees  fahrenheit. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 15.74  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall!  - 48.9  inches. 

Total  yearly  precipitation  - 20.63  inches. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  underlying  rocks  in  the  Innisfail  district  are  shales  and  sandstones 
which  were  deposited  by  streams  in  lakes  and  deltas.  They  are  thus  fresh  water 
in  origin,  and  were  several  hundreds  of  feet  thick  in  this  area.  The  rocks  are 
grouped  together  by  geologists  who  call  them  the  Paskapoo  Formation,  and  give 
them  an  early  Tertiary  Age,  which  began  some  fifty  million  years  ago.  Since 
these  rocks  were  deposited,  the  North  American  Continent  has  been  uplifted. 
Consequently,  the  rocks  have  been  eroded  and  only  a fraction  of  their  original 
thickness  remains. 

During  the  Ice  Age,  glaciers  moved  over  this  area  depositing  on  the 
surface  boulder  clay  and  similar  glacial  deposits.  Many  of  the  hilds  and 
smaller  elevafons  in  this  area  consist  of  glac'.al  deposits. 

6.  SOIL 

This  district  lies  in  what  is  known  as  a “black”  soil  zone. 

Vegetation  - Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mainly 
deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  a parkland. 

Profile  - The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  horizon  that 
averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  horizon  is 
brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  layer  is  usally  found  at  30  to  40 
inches  below  the  surface. 

Fertility  - Soils  in  the  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and  they  have  in 
their  surface  foot  about  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter 
as  there  is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution 
should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Land  Use  - A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good 
quality  can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  fertilizer 
when  needed,  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and 
permanence. 
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7.  HISTORY 


The  early  history  of  Innisfail  dates  back  to  1882.  Only  a few  men  had 
ventured  to  establish  themselves  along  the  trail  between  Calgary  and  Edmonton. 
Innisfail  was  known  as  Poplar  Grove,  and  became  a favorite  camping  place  for 
“freighters”  because  of  ample  supplies  of  water,  fuel  and  grass.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  country  at  this  time  was  quite  picturesque  with  thickly 
wooded  stands  of  poplar,  stretches  of  prairie,  heavy  grass  and  rolling  hills.  There 
was  an  abundance  of  wild  life,  paricularly  game  birds  such  as  prairie  chicken, 
partridge  and  ducks.  Coyotes  were  numerous. 

Sandy  Fraser  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  who  built  a stopping  place 
two  miles  North  of  Poplar  Grove.  Then  came  others  who  squatted  where  condi- 
tions Iboked  most  favourable.  Mrs.  Dav^id  Sinclair,  then  “Miss  Brown”,  was 
the  first  white  woman  to  settle  on  the  banks  of  the  Little  Red  Deer  River  just 
west  of  the  present  site  of  Innisfail.  People  named  Fraser,  Quesnel,  McCormach, 
West,  Edwards,  Rogers,  Brown,  Miller,  Moore,  Constantine,  Varty,  Dodd  and  Stiles 
were  greatly  responsible  for  the  growth  of  Innisfail  and  will  long  be  remembered. 

Before  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  reached  Innisfail  other  stopping 
places  were  built.  Only  the  Constantine  House  and  The  Spruces  remain  stand- 
ing today.  The  Reil  Rebellion  in  1885  retarded  to  some  extent  early  settlement, 
but  in  1891  when  the  steel  reached  Innisfail,  most  of  the  land  had  been  taken 
up  as  homesteads.  Transportation  in  the  early  days  was  chiefly  by  Red  River 
carts,  freighters  or  stage  coach,  and  many  travelled  the  distance  between 
Calgary  and  Poplar  Grove  on  foot. 

Money  was  scarce  and  most  of  the  trading  for  supplies  and  equipment 
was  done  by  barter.  Doctors  were  few  and  far  betw’een,  and  peopKe  had  to  do 
the  best  they  could  themselves.  Dr.  George  was  actually  the  first  doctor  to 
settle  in  1891.  and  his  trying  experiences,  especially  during  the  winter  when 
temperatures  were  60  degrees  below  zero,  will  long  be  remembered.  During  the 
early  days  Dr.  George  used  his  home  as  a hospital  for  very  sick  patients.  It  was 
not  until  1915  that  serious  consideration  was  given  to  the  establishment  of  a 


A view  of  a portion  of  one  of  the  town’s  business  streets. 
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hospital.  The  first  building  was  an  old  dwelling  that  could  accommodate  about  15 
patients.  Miss  Logan  was  the  first  matron. 

In  1891  the  first  post  office  was  opened  by  Mr.  Norman  Stiles. 

There  was  always  great  danger  from  prairie  fires  and  many  homesteads 
were  completely  burned  out.  It  was  necessary  to  plow  fire  guards  14  feet  wide 
to  protect  their  homes. 

On  April  1,  1891,  at  the  home  of  James  Dodd,  Poplar  Grove,  a public 
meeting  was  held  to  organize  the  first  school.  William  McArthur  acted  as  chair- 
man. A Board  of  Trustees  was  installed  and  the  nam_e  Helena  School  District 
was  instituted. 

On  April  9,  1891,  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  was  held.  Charles 
Murray  was  elected  chairman,  and  R.  P.  Wood,  secretary. 

Application  was  made  to  the  North  West  Territories  government  at 
Regina  for  a school  site,  and  an  authorization  seal  was  issued  bearing  the 
inscription,  “Helena  School  District  No.  210,  N.W.T.’’.  Owing  to  some  delay  in 
securing  a suitable  school  site  it  was  decided  to  rent  sufficient  space  in  a 
building  owned  by  F.  B.  Rarran  and  on  September  10,  1891,  the  first  school  was 
opened  with  Miss  L.  Short,  teacher  with  nine  pupils. 

Interesting  highlights  pertaining  to  this  early  school  were  that  Miss  L. 
Short  was  hired  for  a nine  m.onth  year  at  $50.00  per  month  and  that  the  trustees 
decided  to  make  the  necessary  furnishings  for  the  school. 

As  at  December  1895,  76  pupils  were  attending  school,  which  consisted 
of  two  rooms  on  another  site  in  the  tcvwn  and  on  February  1,  1899',  the  school 
district  was  changed  to  the  “Innisfail  School  District.” 

In  the  early  ’90’s  Rev.  H.  B.  Brashier  of  the  Anglican  Church  and  James 
Fleming  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  were  holding  separate  services  throughout 
the  district  whenever  they  could  gather  a few  people  together. 

In  1892  St.  Mark’s  Anglican  and  the  Presbyterian  Churches  were  built. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  first  industry  of  any  consequence  was 
the  Alberta  Lumber  Company  of  Montreal,  which  opened  a mill  in  1882  near  the 
present  site  of  Innisfail  and  operated  as  such  until  dismantling  in  1898. 

During  1895  J.  R.  Moore  opened  the  first  Co-operative  Creamery,  which 
was  followed  by  a flour  mill  and  a brick  manufacturing  plant. 


The  Arena  is  flanked  by  a swimming  pool  and  a v/ading  pool. 
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The  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  opened  the  first  bank  in  Innisfail  in 

1899. 

Business  and  professional  men  started  to  arrive  in  Innisfail  aound  1891, 
establishing  a hotel,  drug  store,  general  store  and  a lawyer’s  office.  Since  1891 
the  town  has  grown  fairly  rapidly  and  now  it  is  considered  one  of  Alberta’s  most 
thriving  centres. 

Innisfail  takes  its  name  from  a town  in  Ireland.  Incorporated  a town 
November  20,  1SC3,  the  first  mayor  was  Mr.  J.  A.  Simpson. 

The  first  survey  of  the  townsite  took  place  in  September  1883.  Re-sur- 
veyed  and  subdivided  as  a village  the  plans  were  drawn  October  31,  1892. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Most  homes  are  fully  modern  with  water,  sewer,  electricity  and  gas  and 
a very  large  percentage  of  the  homes  are  owner-occupied.  Rental  values  vary 
and  a slight  upward  swing  was  evident  during  the  past  year.  Four  and  five 
room  bungalows  average  around  $60  to  $80  per  month.  As  in  most  towns,  a 
decided  shortage  of  homes  exist,  but  it  is  anticipated  building  of  additional 
dwellings  will  continue  this  year. 

Dwelling  or  family  units  - 725.  Industrial  establishments  - 12.  Churches 
and  halls  - 13.  Schools  - 3.  Businesses  - 125.  Hospitals  - 1. 

Good  boating,  swimming  and  fishing  are  available  at  Sylvan  Lake  25 
miles  northwest.  Pine  Lake  27  miles  northeast  and  Red  Lodge  Park  16  miles 
southwest  of  Innisfail.  West  of  the  town  the  Little  Red,  Big  Red,  Raven  and 
Clearwater  Rivers  are  well  stocked  with  various  species  of  trout  and  grayling. 
Big  game  are  fairly  plentiful  30  miles  west. 

There  is  a community  swimming  pcol  that  was  built  at  a cost  of  $40,000, 
a covered  curling  rink  with  four  sheets  of  artifidal  ice  and  a skating  arena. 

Transportation  is  provided  by  three  trains  each  way  between  Edmonton 
and  Calgary  and  seven  buses  each  way  daily. 

Three  schools  provide  facilities  and  oTer  courses  in  grade  1 - 12  inclusive, 
and  seven  Churches  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two  year  term  and  six 
councillors  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term. 

The  secretary-treasurer  acts  as  town  manager.  There  are  a town  fore* 
man  and  an  assistant  foreman. 

10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  town  and  district  is  policed  by  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police. 
Regulations  - Innisfail  is  a member  of  the  Red  Deer  District  Planning  Commission. 

Plans  for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings,  removal  of  building  must 
be  first  approved  by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 
Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Provincial 
Health  Regulations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  20  volunteer  firemen.  The 
department  is  a member  of  the  Rural  Fire  Protection  Association  and  assists  in 
fighting  fires  in  rural  areas. 

Equipment  - one  1955,  500  GMP  pumper  with  350  gallon  mounted  water  tank. 

1,450  feet  2%  inch  hose.  400  feet  IV2  inch  hose.  30  foot  extension 
ladder.  1 roof  ladder.  3 foamite  2V2  gallon  tanks.  1 acid  soda  2I2 
gallon  tank.  Gas  masks,  fog  nozzles,  coats,  rubber  boots,  helmets,  etc. 
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Water  Supply  - water  is  obtained  from  the  Red  Deer  River  and  pumped  into  a 
500,000  gallon  reservoir  and  then  into  a 40,000  gallon  elevated  tower. 
There  are  38  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 
The  Rural  Fire  Protection  Association  have  a new  Seagrave  front  end 
pump  with  a 500  gallon  water  tank.  This  unit  is  located  in  the  town  and 
is  manned  when  required  by  the  local  town  fire  brigade. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

Net  Assessment  1960 


Land,  100%  of  value  $ 579,510 

Improvements,  45  % of  value  based  on  1957  costs  1,991,020 


Total  Assessment  - $2  570,530 

Mill  Rate  - 


Municipal  21,  School  34,  Hospital  11,  Total  58  mills. 


13.  AREAS 


Area  of  town  - 812.64  acres. 

Streets  and  lanes  - 123.03  acres. 
Parks  and  playgrounds-  40  acres. 
Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes  - 


Bituminus 

Pavement 

Provincial  Main  85 

Roads  and  Streets  

Lanes  and  Alleys  

Total  Mileage  - 

There  are  10%  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 


Asphalt 

Gravel 

Total 

.80 

1.65 

85 

10.12 

10.97 

5.15 

5.15 

17.77 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  Sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  Sewers  - 11.36. 

Water  Mains  - 8.02. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a ten  year  franchise  by  the 
Calgary  Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rate 

First  20  kwh  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.60. 

All  over  20  kwh  used  per  month  ■ 15(f  per  kwh. 

Minim_um  gross  monthly  rate  - $2.60. 

Discount  - 30c‘  Net  - $2.30. 

Connection  charges  - $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  - twice  the  net  minimum  charge. 

Commercial  Rate 

Available  for  lighting  and  general  service  in  commercial  establishments 

Service  Charge  - First  % kw  of  connected  load  - 30?* 

Each  additonal  14  kw  of  connected  load  - 10?*. 

Plus  energy  charge  of: 

First  50  kwh  used  per  month  - 10?*  per  kwh. 

Next  150  kwh  used  per  month  - 5^  per  kwh. 

All  over  200  kwh  used  per  month  - 214^  per  kwh. 
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Minimum  charge  - $1.80. 

Discount  - 30«i. 

Net  charge  - $1.50. 

Discount  - 10%,  10  days  based  on  even  dollars  of  total  monthly  bill  with 
a minimum  discount  of  30(^  per  month. 

Consumers  deposit  - twiice  the  gross  monthly  minimum  charge  . 
Reconnection  charge  - twice  the  net  monthly  charge. 

Power  Rate 

Available  for  motors  and  commercial  heating  apparatus  used  in  com 
mercial  establishments. 

Service  Charge  - Per  kva.  of  installation,  monthly  charge  - $1.00’.  (One 
motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  consid- 
ered equal  to  one  kilovolt  ampere  - ‘kva’). 

Plus  energy  charge  of: 

First  50  kwh  per  month  per  kva  of  Inst.  - 5^  per  kwh. 

Next  50  kwh  per  month  per  kva  of  inst.  - 3%(^  per  kwh. 

All  over  100  kwh  per  month  per  kva  of  inst.  - 1 2/34  per  kwh. 

Discounts  - 10%,  10  days  based  on  the  dollars  of  total  bill  with  a minimum 
discosnt  of  30^  per  month. 

Minimum  Charge  - $3.30  gross,  $3.00  net,  or  the  amount  of  the  service  charge 
whichever  is  greater. 

Consumer  Deposit  - $2.00  per  kva  of  installation  and  not  less  than  $6.00  or,  at 
the  company’s  option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  « $6.00. 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  Red  Deer  River  and  is  piped  through  a 30,000 
gallon  filtration  plant,  then  into  a 500,000  gallon  reservoir  and  from  there  to  a 
40,0(X)  gallon  elevated  tower.  An  ample  supply  is  available  at  all  times. 

Water  Rates  - Domestic  - first  300  cu.  ft.  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.50  plus 

sewage  charge  of  $1.45. 

Next  500  cu.  ft.  user  per  month  - $1.00  per  100  cu.  ft. 

All  over  800  cu.  ft.  used  per  month  - 35(^  per  100  cu.  ft. 
Industrial  sewerage  charges  - $1.75  to  $40.00  per  month. 


Water  Analysis 

Total  Solids  - 
Ignition  Loss  - 
Hardness  - 
Chlorides  - 
Alkalinity  - 
Nature  of  Alkilinity 
Nitrites  - 
Nitrates  - 
Iron  - 


Parts  per  Million 
222 
96 
165 
1 

165 

Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium 
Nil 
nil 
nil 


Remarks  - Water  is  chemically  suitable. 


17.  GAS 

Gas  is  supplied  under  a twenty  year  franchise  by  the  Canadian  Western 
Natural  Gas  Limited. 
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General  Rate  - Available  to  all  consumers. 

First  2 mcf  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.50. 

All  additional  mcf  - 50?S  per  mcf  per  month. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $2.50. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
mcf  other  than  the  first  two  mcf  shall  be  increased  by  ^4  and  the  gross 
rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Optional  Rate  - Available  on  annual  contracts  to  all  consumers  whose  annual 
consumption  is  more  than  3350  mcf. 

Fixed  Charge  - $35.00  plus  commission  charge  38^  per  mcf  per  month. 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - $35.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
mcf  shall  be  increased  3^^  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

High  Load  Factor  * 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  consumers  whose  annual  consumption 
is  more  than  106,000  mof  and  whose  total!  consumption  during  six  meter  reading 
periods  ending  in  May,,  June,  July,  August,  September  and  October  is  not  less  than 
40  percent  of  their  total  consumption  during  the  contract  period. 

Fixed  Charge  - $300.00  per  month  plus  35^  commodity  charge  per  month 
per  mcf 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $300.00. 

18.  L.  P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  foot,  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $5.50. 

Bulk  - 1^4  per  gallon. 

There  is  an  18,000  storage  tank. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 

Winter  grade  11.24  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  1Q.24  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 42,000  gallons. 


The  Municipal  Hospital  is  modern,  well  equipped. 


20.  COAL 

Heat  value  - 10,100  to  14,030  b.t.u.  at  60  degrees  F. 


Lump  Egg  ISiut  Stoker 

Drumheller  - $14.50  $13.00  $8.50  $8.50 

Alexo  - $16.00 


21.  RESOURCES 

Cereals  and  course  grains.  Lumber.  Clay.  Sand  and  gravel.  Dairy 
products.  Livestock  (cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  hogsL  Grass  seed.  Poultry  and 
eggs.  Straw.  Oil  and  gas 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office.  Department  of  Veteran  Affairs,  (Veterans’  Land  Act). 

Department  of  National  Defence.  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
(Detachment). 

Provincial  - Provincial  Treasury  Branch.  Alberta  Government  Telephones.  Liquor 
Vender. 

Municipal  - Town  Council,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  staff,  including  Town 
Engineer,  Public  Works  Foreman,  Utilities  Foreman;  Fireball.  Library. 
Garbage  collected  weekly. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Innisfail  Municipal  Hospital  No.  16  was  opened  in  November  of 
1926.  A new  wing  was  completed  in  1929  and  another  wing  completed  in  1950. 
There  are  46  beds,  4 cots  and  8 bassinettes  as  well  as  a modern  operating  room, 
delivery  room  and  recovery  room.  The  hospital  is  staffed  by  a matron,  six 
graduate  nurses  and  five  nurses  aides. 

Daily  Rates  for  Public  Ward  - Canadian  Resident  $1.60.  Non-Resident 
$11.50. 

The  Red  Deer  Health  Unit  maintain  an  office  in  the  town  and  is  staffed 
by  a full  time  nurse. 

The  Old  Peoples  Home  built  by  the  Provincial  Government  is  open. 
Other  Services  - 5 doctors.  2 dentists.  1 Chiropractor.  2 drug  stores. 
Veterinarian  Clinic. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Services  No.  of 

Jewellers  - 
Accountants  - 
Barber  Shops  - 
Beauty  Parlors  - 
Barristers  and  Solicitors  - 
Dressmakers  - 
Photographers  - 
Watch  Repairs  - 
Radio  and  T.V.  Repairs  - 
Shoe  Repairs  - 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - three  trains  daily  Calgary  and  Edmonton 
stopping  at  Innisfail. 


Establishments 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 
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Greyhound  Bus  Lines  - seven  buses  each  way  dally  between  Edmonton 
and  Calgary. 

Martin’s  Commercial  Cartage  and  Storage  - daily  service  between 
Innisfail  and  Calgary,  Innisfail  and  Red  Deer. 

Six  local  custom  truckers. 

26.  NE'WSPAPERS 

Innisfail  Province  - weekly. 

The  Booster  - multilith  weekly,  given  away. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph.  Alberta  Government  Telephones.  Post 
Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - Red  Deer,  CKRD. 

Nearest  TV  Station  - Red  Deer,  CHCA-TV. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada.  Alberta  Government  Treasury  Branch.  Bank  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

29.  HOTELS 

Innisfail  Hotel,  Number  of  Rooms  - 40,  Rates  - $2.50  up.  Beer  License. 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Bluebird  Auto  Camp,  Classification  - 1 star.  No.  of  Units  - 2,  Rate  - $4 
and  $6. 

The  town  owned  trailer  park  has  51  trailer  spaces  equipped  with  sewer, 
water  and  electricity.  Rent  is  $23  per  month.  There  are  also  15  dry 
stalls  equipped  with  electricity  renting  at  $20  per  month. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican.  Presbyterian.  United.  Baptist.  Roman  Catholic.  Nazarene. 
Pentecostal. 

32.  LODGES 

Masonic.  Orange.  Knights  of  Pythias.  Imperial  Order  Daughters  of  the 
Empire.  Eastern  Star.  Pythian  Sisters. 


Fine  homes  line  residential  streets. 
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33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce.  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Rotary.  Lions. 
Canadian  Legion.  Women’s  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion.  Women’s 
Institute. 

34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association.  Beekeepers  Association.  Innisfail  War 
Memorial  Association.  Rural  Fire  Protection  Association.  Fish  and 
Game  Association.  Red  Cross  Sodiety. 

35.  SCHOOLS 

The  town  schools  are  part  of  the  Red  Deer  School  Division  Noi.  35. 
Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects; 
Typing,  Bookkeeping,  Art,  Music,  Drama,  Industrial  Arts,  Agriculture. 
Oral  French,  Home  Economics  and  Shop.  There  are  10  school  buses 


to  transport  rural  pupils  to  the  town  schools. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 

1 ■ 

Grades 

No.  of  Pupils 

No.  of  Teachers 

Elementary  - 

1 - 6 

503 

16 

Junior  - 

7 -9 

241 

7 

Senior  % - - 

10  - 12 

147 

6 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Royal  Theatre  - 



500 

Yes 

No 

Legion  Hall  - : 



.....  400 

Yes 

Yes 

Armouries  - 

300 

No 

Yes 

School  Auditorium  - 

400 

Yes 

Yes 

School  Auditorium  - 



800 

Yes 

Yes 

ParisLrHall  - 

150 

Yes 

Yes 

A unique  constructicn  material  manufacturing  plant,  Stramit,  located  at  Innisfail. 
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37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Innisfail  Public  Library  is  a member  of  the  Parkland  Regional  Library 
and  is  supported  through  taxation  and  provincial  government  library 
grant.  The  library  is  open  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  from  3 to  5 p.m. 
The  LO.D.E.  sponsors  an  annual  music  and  drama  festival. 

One  local  orchestra. 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  'Cubs,  Army  Cadets,  Air  Force  Cadets,  4-H  Club,  Calf  Club 
Girls  - C.G.I.T.,  Brownies,  Guides,  Explorers  4-H  Club,  Calf  Club. 

39.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior  and  junior).  Hockey  (senior  and  junior).  Softball.  Golf. 
Football.  Curling.  Skiing. 

Facilities  - Community  athletic  field.  Covered  curling  inrk,  four  sheets 
artificial  ice.  Covered  arena.  Nine  holle  golf  coures,  sand  greens.  Swimming 
Pool.  Wading  pool  Baseball  diamond. 

40.  FAIRS 

Sports  Day  - July  1st. 


41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Constantine  House  on  north  railway  street.  The  “Spruces”  quarter  mile 
north  of  town  on  the  Old  Edmonton  Trail.  These  places  were  stopping  points 
for  the  stage  coach. 


42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Innisfail  District  Co-op  Association.  Mountain  View  Co-op  Livestock 
Marketing  Association.  United  Grain  Growers.  Alberta  Wheat  Pool.  Canadian 
Co-Op.  Implement  Dealer.  Maple  Leaf  Co-Op.  Oil  Distributor. 


43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Type  of  Industry  or 
Business 

Auctioneer  - 

Auction  Mart  - 

Accountants  - 

Auto  Body  Repairs  - 

Barbers  - 

Bakeries  - 

Beauty  Parlors  - 

Blacksmiths  - 

Bearing  Distributors  - 

Building  Contractors  - 

Building  Supplies  - 

Butchers  - 

Cartage  and  Delivery  - 

Clothing  - mens’  - 

Clothing  - women’s  and  children’s 

Chiropractor  - 

Creameries  - 

Coal  Distributors  - 

Dentists  - 

Doctors  - 

Dressmakers  - 

Egg  Grading  Station  - 

Electrical  Appliances  - 


No.  of  Estab- 
lishments 

1 

1 

..  2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

2 

3 

7 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

1 

3 


Producer  or 

Manufacturer  Wholesale 


1 1 
2 

1 

2 


1 1 


1 


Retail 

1 

2 

1 

2 

]. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 


3 


3 
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Type  of  Industry  or 
Business 

Feed  Mill  - 

Electrical  Contractors  - 

Funeral  Parlors  - 

Furniture  Store  - 

Garages  and  Service  Statodns  - 

Gas  Absorption  Plant  - 

Grain  Elevators  - 

Groceries  - 

Hardwares  - 

Hatchery  - 

Implements  - farm  - 

Insurance  and  Real  Estate  - 

Jewellers  - 

Laundry  - 

Lawyers  - 

Lumber  - 

Machine  Shop  - 

Milk  Delivery  - 

Oili  Distributors  - .... 

Oil  Refinery  - 

Painters  and  Decorators  - 

Photographer  - 

Plumbers  and  Gas  Fitters  - 

Pipeline  Welding  Contractors  - 

Pool  Room  - 

Printers  - 

Radio  and  T.V.  Repairs  - 

Restaurants  - 

Seed  Cleaning  Plant  

Sporting  Goods  - 

Shoe  Repairs  - 

Shoe  Stores  - - 

Tinsmiths  - 

Tire  Repairs  - 


Noi.  of  Estab-  Producer  or 
lishments  Manufacturer  Wholesale  Retail 


2 2 2 
2 
1 

2 2 
10  10 


Under  construction 


7 

6 

3 

1 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

1 

3 
1 

4 
1 
1 
2 

3 

4 
1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 


total  capacity  630,000  bushels 


6 

3 

1 1 

7 

2 

1 1 

2 2 

2 2 

1 1 

G 

1 1 

1 

2 12 


1 1 

3 

3 

2 2 

1 1 


One  of  the  two  fine  schools  that  serve  students  of  the  district. 
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Type  of  Industry  or  No.  of  Estab-  Producers  or 

Business  lishments  Manufacturer  Wholesale  Retail 

Upholsterer  - 11  1 

Wall  Board  - 11  1 

Welding  - 3 

Welding  Fabricators  - 1 1 

Woodworking  - 11  11 


44.  SITES 

Industrial  and  residential  sites  with  utilities,  highway  and  trackage 
facilities  can  be  purchased  from  the  town  or  private  owners  at  reasonable  rates. 
There  are  no  vacant  builldings  in  the  town. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Innisfail  Creamery  was  built  in  1922  and  distributes  pasturized  milk 
to  the  local  residents.  Large  amounts  of  cream,  butter,  poultry  and  eggs  are 
shipped  from  this  plant  yearly. 

The  Stramit  Corp.  Ltd.  started  production  in  1953.  The  plant 
manufacturers  wall  board,  utilizing  straw  which  is  purchased  from  the  local 
farmers.  This  board  is  fire-proof  and  sound-proof  and  has  been  well  received 
by  the  building  trade.  The  plant  has  expanded  steadily  and  the  number  of 
employees  has  increased  accordingly.  The  demand  for  straw  from  the  local 
farmers  is  also  increasing  with  the  growth  of  the  business. 

Canada  Packers  Ltd.  and  the  United  Grain  Growers  have  liarge  feed 
mixing  plants  in  the  town.  These  plants  supply  the  needs  of  the  farmer  and 
livestock  dealers. 

Innisfail  is  noted  for  being  one  of  the  centres  of  livestock  marketing, 
Herefords  and  Shorthorn  cattle  are  the  chief  breeds  raised  in  the  area. 

The  Canadian  Oil  Co.  has  constructed  a 4,000  barrel  a day  refinery 
located  six  miles  south  of  Innisfail. 

A syndicate  of  oil  companies  have  under  construction  a gas  scrubbing 
plant  which  is  located  five  miles  southwest  of  town.  The  plant  will  be 
completed  this  fall. 

Livestock  receipts  provide  the  most  important  components  of  farm  cash 
income  in  the  Innisfail  area.  In  1950  the  source  of  income  from  the  sale  of 
farm  products  were  approximately  as  follows:  cattle  35  percent,  hogs  15  percent, 
dairy  10  percent,  grain  30  to  40  percent  and  other  5 percent. 

In  1956  the  average  size  of  farm  in  the  Municipal  District  of  Red  Deer, 
was  392  acres.  Nearly  80  percent  of  the  land  occupied  was  owned  by  the  operator, 
about  6 percent  of  all  farms  were  operated  by  non-resident  farmers.  Sixty-three 
percent  of  alll  farmland  was  improved.  Seventy  percent  of  the  area  improved 
was  in  crops,  20  per  cent  in  fallow  and  8 percent  was  pasture.  The  area  per 
farm  in  principal  crops  were:  wheat  12  acres,  oats  28  acres,  barley  84  acres  and 
tame  hay  33  acres.  Number  of  livestock  per  farm  were;  cattle  36,  hogs  22, 
sheep  3 and  horses  2.  The  average  number  of  hens  and  chickens-  per  farm 
exceeded  100. 
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Farm  mechanization  is  well  advanced  in  the  area.  There  are  1.3  tractors 
per  farm,  0.8  trucks  and  0.5  grain  combines.  Seventy  percent  of  all  farms  are 
electrified. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 6 miles.  South  - 6 miles.  West  30  miles.  East  - 18  miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  - 8,000. 

Town  popu-Jation,  1956  census  - 1,883. 

Town  population,  July  1961  - 2,100  estimate. 

48.  NOTES  ON  INNISFAIL  AND  DISTRICT 

Innisfail  and  district  since  the  days  of  the  pioneers  has  grown  in  a 
series  of  boom  eras  - - each  of  them  bringing  the  most  solid  type  of  progress 
to  the  area.  The  Innsifail  and  district,  which  can  justly  boast  that  it  has;  more 
registered  beef  cattle  than  any  similar  area  in  Canada,  owes  major  success  to 
the  fact  that  the  farming  is  mixed  and  that  crop  failures,  even  on  a partial  basis, 
have  been  rare. 

The  development  o|f  oil  here  in  the  past  few  years  has  changed  to  a 
marked  degree  the  way  of  life  of  the  peopile.  Today  wells  loom  skyward  in 
the  centre  of  fertile  fields  or  rich  pasture  lands.  Vast  numbers  of  oil  workers 
are  housed  in  the  large  town  owned  and  operated  trailer  camp,  the  Bluebird 
Cabin  Grounds  or  have  their  mobile  homes  parked  in  farm  yards. 

Among  new  business  places  in  the  past  three  years  augmenting  the 
prosperity  of  the  town  and  district  has  been  the  Innisfail  Auction  Mart.  Weekly 
600  to  a thousand  animals  are  sold  through  the  firm.  Special  sales  of  registered 
beef  cattle,  horses  and  feeder  cattle,  each  have  given  the  local  economy  a 
genuine  lift. 

In  sport  Innisfail  and  district  takes  the  most  common  sense  view  for 
players  and  fans.  During  the  summer  months  the  successes  of  the  Dolphin 
Swim  Club  in  aquacades  throughout  Alberta  are  a source  of  great  pride. 

Most  of  the  sport  promotion  in  the  town  and  district  is  directly  geared 
to  teach  the  young  people  the  game,  instil  sportsmanship  and  give  relaxation. 


The  Home  for  Senior  Citizens  is  an  asset  to  the  community. 
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Even  non-golfers  in  Innisfaili  are  justly  proud  of  the  local  sporty  nine 
hole  course  located  within  five  minutes  drive  of  the  centre  of  the  town.  During 
the  season  many  Calgary  and  Edmonton  firms  make  the  Innisfail  Golf  Course 
the  meeting  place  for  their  provincial  championship  tournaments. 

Innisfail,  per  capita,  can  boast  the  greatest  interest  in  curling.  A few 
years  ago  the  m-embers  of  the  Innisfail  and  District  Curling  Club  installed  an 
artificial  ice  plant  for  the  curling  rink  and  spent  nearly  an  additional  $6,000  on 
renovations  to  the  waiting  room. 

Innisfail  Flying  Club  at  Big  Bend  Airfield  four  miles  west  of  town  offers 
flying  instruction  and  private  flying  facilities. 


Many  Churches,  such  as  the  one  above,  serve  the  needs  of  the  community. 
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